House File 471 - Introduced

HOUSE FILE 471

BY SMITH, GASKILL, WINCKLER,
HUNTER, McCONKEY, THEDE,
H. MILLER, GAINES,
HANSON, STAED, BEARINGER,
ANDERSON, KEARNS, OURTH,
STECKMAN, LYKAM, KELLEY,
STUTSMAN, KRESSIG, and
RUNNING-MARQUARDT

A BILL FOR

1 An Act regarding a preference for apprenticeship sponsors in
2 public construction contracts.
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. NEW SECTION. 26.9A Preference for apprenticeship

sponsors.

1. An Iowa-based apprenticeship sponsor, as defined in
section 15B.2, shall receive preference in the awarding of
contracts as long as the apprenticeship sponsor’s bid is
comparable in price to bids submitted by other businesses and
otherwise meets the required specifications of this chapter.

2. If the laws of another state mandate a percentage
preference for businesses from that state and the effect of
the preference is that bids of Iowa-based businesses that are
otherwise low and responsive are not selected in the other
state, the same percentage preference shall be applied to
Iowa-based businesses when businesses from that other state bid
on public construction projects in this state.

EXPLANATION

The inclusion of this explanation does not constitute agreement with
the explanation’s substance by the members of the general assembly.

This bill provides a preference to Iowa-based businesses,
similar to existing preference provisions in Code section
8A.311. According to the bill, Iowa-based businesses that
operate a program registered with the United States department
of labor, office of apprenticeship, defined in Code section
15B.2 as an “apprenticeship sponsor”, shall receive a
preference in the awarding of contracts for public improvement
projects, as long as the bid is comparable in price to bids
submitted by other businesses and otherwise meets the required
specifications of Code chapter 26.

The bill also provides that if another state requires
a percentage preference for in-state businesses such that
Iowa-based businesses who provide low and responsive bids are
not awarded the project in that state, the same percentage
preference will be applied to Iowa-based businesses when
businesses from that other state bid on public construction
projects in this state.
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